
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Burnham Library held on 

Saturday November 23rd 2013 in Burnham Library 

 

1.0 Present 

Don Lindskog, Andrew Strathdee, Joan Vass, Christine Knightbridge, Pat Naylor, Sue Lemon, Philip 

Everitt, Eric Davies, Phyllis Egerton plus approximately 30 members 

2.0 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Shirley Shaw, Linda Richards, Ann Fincham, Hilary and Keith Evans, 

Edwina Glover and Gill Knowles 

3.0 Minutes of 2012 AGM 

The minutes having been previously circulated were treated as read and there were no matters 

arising.  Proposed to be accepted by Neil Smith and seconded by Wendy Strathdee, and agreed by 

all. 

4.0 Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman’s Report was printed and circulated to those present at the AGM and a copy is 

attached to these minutes. 

5.0 Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer reported that the current balance was  £3760. 

£374 had been raised at cake sales and £234 from the Quiz.  £500 had been donated to the Library 

for the purchase of books from Horizons Bookshop who generously gave a 20% discount on the 

purchase.  These books remain on Burnham Library shelves for three months and then are available 

for loan elsewhere in the County. The Library Summer Reading Challenge for Children was sponsored 

in part by the Friends and thanks were given to those who had sponsored prizes. 

6.0 Membership Report 

There were currently 86 members of whom 48 had so far renewed their membership at the due 

date of 1st October for 2013/14.  For the future there was a need to increase membership and a 

target of 300 members was suggested.  Given that there were about 3000 households in the 

Burnham Area so this was not an unreasonable target for any membership drive.  If there were an 

increased membership fee to say £10this would raise half of the £6000 per annum to fund the 

additional amount needed to keep the Library at its current level.  It was also suggested that 

subscriptions would be eligible for Gift Aid to be applied.  It was agreed to investigate this and to 

approach Farnham Common Library to find out how they had approached this. 

7.0 Election of Officers 



As per the rules nominations had been called and received in writing prior to the meeting.  As there 

was only one proposal for each position there was no need for an election, but a proposal was 

needed to approve the nominations. 

Don Lindskog said that he had decided to retire from the position of Chairman but was happy to 

remain on the Committee.  A vote of thanks was proposed to him for the work that he had done 

during his period in the Chair.   

The Nominees were: 

Chairman:   Andrew Strathdee 

Treasurer:  Joan Vass 

Vice Chairman: Philip Everitt 

Secretary: Linda Richards 

Fund Raising and Events Coordinator:  Pat Naylor 

Committee: Don Lindskog, Phyllis Egerton, Shirley Shaw, Christine Knightbridge, Eric Davies, 

Susan Mackenzie, Moya Hogg, Christine Webb, Kim Bartlett, Debera Harman. 

The acceptance of the nominations was proposed by Neil Smith and seconded by Don Lindskog and 

accepted by the meeting. 

8.0 Any Other Business 

8.1 Future of the Library 

Meetings had been held with representatives of the County by Shirley Shaw and Andrew 

Strathdee to determine the way forward with the review of the position of the “Lottery 

Libraries” of which Burnham was one.  The budgeted cuts were £30,000 over three years of 

which £12,000 had been found already.  This meant that a further £6000 per annum needed 

to e found over the next three years. During this period the County Council will continue to 

maintain the building, grounds and equipment and the staff.  To prevent any cuts having to 

be made, it meant that this money had to be raised in revenue and donations and the 

Friends would be entering into a partnership arrangement with the County Council to ensure 

that this was achieved.  Further meetings with County Staff would be taking place regularly 

over the coming months to put this in place. 

8.2 Fund Raising and Events 

 

There was a great deal of discussion over how these funds might be raised and a number of 

suggestions were noted for further investigation.  One suggestion from the Library Manager 

was to extend the Library hours to catch the Schools market by opening at 9.30 am each 

morning. This would require some assistance to enable this to be staffed.  A subcommittee 

had been set up to look at methods of fundraising which could be used.   

Some suggestions for consideration were: 



A review of the Friends Website to be undertaken to see if this can be used to generate 

income; To increase the membership fee to £10.00; to consider taking back to the 

committee the running of the Quiz rather than to outsource it, and to review catering 

arrangements, (there was an offer from a member to undertake the catering which would 

be pursued); To review the use of gift aid and to develop donations, plus investigate the 

possibility of different types of sponsorship, ranging from Books to shelves in the Library and 

to look at alliances with other organisations such as The Wishing Well; for the Library 

Manager to provide lists of Books requested by members of the public to see if anyone 

wished to donate a particular book; and to ensure that wide publicity for the activities in the 

library is achieved in the press and in local prominent places such as churches and the 

surgeries and supermarkets.  There was also a suggestion to get more involvement from 

County Councillors.  

Christine Webb also announced that she would be starting a new Poetry group to meet on a 

monthly basis in the Library with the intention of raising some money. 

9.0 The meeting closed at 2.00pm with a vote of thanks from the new Chairman to the members 

present for their very constructive and encouraging input.  This included the fact that many 

members had offered to help with activities in a voluntary capacity.  These people would be 

contacted as soon as the plan of action had been completed. 

 

 

 

 


